Tube Of The Month

TUBE WARS - EPISODE 3
The Rise of the Clones: UX-201A
With the end of WWI, interest in the use of radio for the general public became the latest tech fad.  Tubes were developed for the public to make their own sets and later for sets off the shelf.  General Electric, for their client RCA, first made the UV-201 in late 1920.  The UV tubes had short pins and required 1 amp of current at 5 volts for the filament.  Batteries were required as AC power sources weren’t available and six-volt batteries had become standard in automobiles.  As sets were made that required more tubes, the battery drain was a big problem.  UV tubes required a bayonet type socket.  In 1924, GE solved several problems with their new UX-201A.  It required only .25 amps for the filament and the pins were longer and could be plugged into a less expensive socket.
Many sets were made that used the new tube for all its stages.  The demand was great and many retailers went into making new receiving sets.  Then the madness started.  With or without the permission of GE/RCA, many of the 201A tubes were produced with the brand name of the retailer on the tube.  You could now buy an Air Scout, Aladdin, Arrow, Blue Bell, Blue Grass, Blue Ribbon, Blue Streak, Double Life, Kleentone or Sky Sweeper.  Sounds like CB antennas.
In recent years, some tube collectors had a goal of collecting as many of the clone names as possible.  I think several collectors were driven into poverty and divorce looking for new 201As.  A list was developed by some prominent collectors and everyone added new names.  The last list that I am aware of contained no less than 775 different names and they are still turning up. I am sure that in their day, there were arguments among receiver owners that surely their Sky Sweepers were better than the other guy’s sissy Blue Bells.
More photos at http://n6jv.com. 
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