Tube of the Month 

T-40
In the late 1930s, tube companies like EIMAC had big competition from several other makers.  One of the most successful in the ham market was Taylor Tubes from Chicago, Ill.  Taylor produced a big selection of their own designs as well as a few standard types.  They also published a catalog and manual each year.  These booklets showed data sheets on each tube as well as descriptions on rigs that could use their tubes.  If you bought all the tubes for one of their complete transmitters, Taylor would give you all the chassis that were pre-drilled for the parts.  Was this the start of the radio kit marketing that would be so popular 30 years later?  Taylor survived WWII, but the last catalog I have seen was 1945.
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In 1938, my father was W6LLA in Corcoran, CA., and wanted to work some DX.  Ten meters was the big phone DX band, so he constructed a new amplifier using push pull Taylor T-40 triodes.  This gave him over 100 watts output.  The T-40 and TZ-40 were triodes that would operate up to 5 meters.  The mu for the T-40 was 25 and the TZ-40 the mu was 62.  The TZ-40 was a zero-bias tube.  Like most of the Taylor tubes, the T-40s had carbon anodes.  At $3.50 each, the tubes were very popular and in their first year, Taylor sold over 11,000 of the “wonder tubes”.  Long before I was licensed, I knew about the T-40s on 10-meters and often looked at my father’s scrap book with all the DX QSL cards.  I was hooked on DXing and that RME 69 receiver became mine in 1959 when I passed the test.
Visit the museum at N6JV.com
Norm 
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