Tube of the Month

851
The size evolution of the “250 watt” type tubes like the 204A and 849 ended when they started making the 851 in the mid-1920s.  This tube wouldn’t be in common use until the late 1930s in preparation for World War II.  The 851 was an 849 with a thyroid problem.  The diameter had been expanded to 6 inches to handle the 750 watt dissipation.  The tube frequency was still limited to 3 MHz, but it was a good choice for the modulator stage of a very high power AM transmitter.  The 851 wasn’t very popular with hams due to the price.  In 1934 an 851 would cost you 350 depression dollars.  After WWII, the tube became available in large quantities and at a low price.  The military designated it the VT-41, CG-2172 or the 38151.  In the 1940s and 50s, it was the heyday of high power ham AM phone stations.  Old-timers may remember W6ITH’s wall of racks that were featured in handbooks.  The surplus 851s, running class A, would modulate a KW amplifier.  The days of a penny a pound are still remembered and sadly missed.
Visit the museum at N6JV.com
Norm N6JV
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