Tube of the Month

806

I was getting serious about getting my ham license in 1959. In our small town, my father,
W6LLA, and his best friend, W6LID, were possibly the first hams in town having received their
calls in 1934. | had been looking at the ARRL handbook, but | had never visited a real ham
shack. My father drove me across town to visit a ham friend who had a big homebrew amplifier.
The amplifier was classic 1950s construction. It was built in a rack with a big butterfly capacitor
and plug in coils. The tubes were RCA 806s in push pull. Once when this amplifier was driving
an end fed wire using ladder line, the shingles of the house caught fire where the feeders got too
close to the roof.

RCA came out with the 806 in 1937 and it was obviously an attempt to offer a clone of EIMAC’s
250T. The 806 was very similar to the 250T except for the large plate and grid caps but was rated
at a bit less dissipation (225 watts). The filament voltage and current were the same as the 250T
as well as the amplification factor which was close to the 250T “LO” type. The 806 was made
for years by several manufacturers. In spite of the long production life, | have actually only seen
a few examples which may indicate that it was not as popular as the competition.

Visit the museum at N6JV.com
Norm N6JV



http://n6jv.com/museum/806.html
http://n6jv.com/museum/250t.html
http://n6jv.com/museum/tubeindex.html

